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user to allow the information to be input 
wherein said presentation means presents 
representing an item of said design know) 
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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, land listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (previously presented) A desigi knowledge information capture tool comprising: 
a storage means for storing design knowledge information generated or acquired during 

i 

i 

progress of a first design project, wherein the design knowledge information extends beyond 
product design information and includes information on evolution of a first design project and 
causal dependencies between items of sail design knowledge, said storage means comprising a 
plurality of files, each file having a predefined knowledge structure for including a list of issues 
to be addressed; 

an input means for allowing a use| to input information into the storage means; and 

! 
I 

a presentation means for presenting a file template ojf each of said plurality of files to the 

>y the user in said predefined knowledge structure, 
each said structure as an array of nodes, each node 
edge, wherein a dependency between items of said 
design knowledge is represented by a directed link between; selected nodes, wherein said directed 
link is bi-directional to permit a user to traverse the link in Either direction, and wherein said 
selected nodes represent items of design laowledge stored in different files. 



2. (original) A tool according to 
interactive graph editor. 
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3. (cancelled). 

4. (previously presented) A tool 
prompted by the knowledge structure, to 
issues, the at least one possible answer 
at the label of the node. 



is claimed in claiiti 1 wherein, in use, a user is 
nput at least one possible answer to at least one of said 
bejing stored as one 6f the, or each, piece of information 



5. (original) A tool as claimed in 
user to input at least one argument that 
argument being stored as one of the, or 



claim 4 wherein the knowledge structure prompts the 
supports or refutes the possible answer, the at least one 
e4ch, piece of information at the label of the node. 



6. (original) A tool as claimed in 
as a supporting or a refuting argument. 

7, (cancelled). 



8. (previously presented) A tool 
argument is classified as a valid or an 

9. (cancelled). 
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claim 5 wherein the at least one argument is classified 



as claimed in claiiji S wherein said at least one 
inv|alid argument. 
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10. (previously presented) A too 
is classified as an open, an accepted or rejected answer. 

11. (cancelled). 

12. (cancelled). 



13. (cancelled). 

14. (cancelled), 

15. (previously presented) A too! 
only in the plurality of files* 

16. (cancelled). 



17. (previously presented) A too 
be linked to an additional node on the sarjne file. 



18. (currently amended) A tool 
one predefined issue can be identified 



and 



as claimed in claim 4 wherein the at least one answer 



as claimed in claim 1 wherein each node appears once 



as claimed in claim 1 wherein the, or each, node can 



claimed in claini l t wherein a sub-issue to the-at least 
input into the stojrage means. 



-4« 



t"»353 
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19. (original) A tool as claimed 
one possible answer to the sub-issue. 

20. (cancelled). 



21. (cancelled). 

22. (previously presented) A too! 
identify at least one predefined issue addressed 
encountered on a subsequent design project 

23. (cancelled). 

24. (cancelled). 

25. (cancelled). 

26. (cancelled). 

27. (cancelled). 

28. (cancelled). 



in claim 1 8 whereih a user is prompted to input at least 



according to claim 1 , having a processing means to 
on a first design project , which issue is 



-5- ! 

PAGE 6/19 * RCVD AT 4(28(2008 3:22:01 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-5/1 1 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:703 816 4100 1 DURATION (mm<ss):02-40 



NIXON & VANDERHYE PC3 Fax:703-816-4100 



BRACEWELL 
Appl, No, 10/507,002 
April 28, 2008 



29. (cancelled). 

30. (cancelled), 

31. (cancelled). 

32. (cancelled), 

33. (currently amended) A 
the information extends beyond product 
evolution of a first design project and 
comprising the steps of: 

storing the information generated 
storage means, said storage means comprising 
knowledge structure, for including a list 

selecting one of said files and presenting 
to the user to allow the information to be 
structure, each structure being presented 
said design knowledge, wherein a dependency 
represented by a directed link between se 
directional link to permit a user to traversle 
nodes represent items of design knowledge 
into said one of said files. 
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method for capturing design knowledge information wherein 
design information; and includes information on 
causal dependencies between items of design knowledge, 



or acquired duringj progress of a first design project in a 

a plurality of} files, each file having a predefined 

I 

qf Issues to be addijessed; 

a file template of each of said plurality of files 
input by the user in said predefined knowledge 
an array of nodes, each node representing an item of 
between itenjis of said design knowledge is 
ected nodes, wherein said directed link is a bi- 
the link in either; direction, and wherein said selected 
stored in different files, and inputting information 



-6- j 
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34. (cancelled). 



35. (cancelled). 



36. (cancelled). 



37. (cancelled). 



38. (cancelled). 



39, (cancelled). 

40. (cancelled), 

41 « (previously presented) A cor lputer programmejd to capture design knowledge 
information, wherein the design knowledge information is generated or acquired during progress 
of a first design project, the information extending beyond product design information and 

i 

including information on evolution of the first design projek and causal dependencies, according 
to the method described in claim 33, 

42, (cancelled). 



-7- 
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43. (cancelled). 

44. (cancelled). 

45. (cancelled). 

46. (cancelled). 

47. (currently amended) A data 
instructions which when executed bv a processor 
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s|torage medium oil which is stored executable 

performs the method o f a computer program 



according to claim 41 . 

48. (previously presented) A system 
a first project, the design rationale contaii|ring data 
method of claim 33. 

49. (cancelled). 

50. (previously presented) A 
the design knowledge information being 
project wherein stored information extends 
information on evolution of the first 
method of claim 33. 
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operable to cajpture and reuse a design rationale of 

: 

on at lea$t one design issue according to the 



system operable to capture design knowledge information, 
; generated or acquijred during progress of a first design 
beyond project design information and includes 
; design project and causal dependencies, according to the 



mi 353 



0-EFXRF-5M 1 * DNIS:2738300 k CSID:703 816 4100 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-40 



NIXON & VANDERHYE PC3 Fax:703-816-4100 



Apr 28 2008 16:23 



P. 10 



BRACEWELL 
Appl No. 10/S07,002 
April 28, 2008 



51. (cancelled). 



52. (cancelled). 



53. (cancelled). 



54. (cancelled). 
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